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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent loss of reading signal quantity by 
suppressing difference of voltage amplitude between a 
word line and a dummy word line at the time of reading 
out data. 

CONSTITUTION: When '0' is read out from a memory cell 
10^ a word line WL is shifted from a GND level to a 
(VCC+VT+a) level, a NMOS 12 in the memory cell 
10^ connected to the word line is turned on, stored '0' 

is outputted to a bit line BLb. At this time, a dummy 
word line DWL 0 is shifted from a VCC level to the GND 
level, while a dummy word line DWL 2 is shifted from 
the VCC level to (VCC+VT+a) level, offset voltage 
generated respect\ve\y in the bit line BL b and a bit line 
BL a is offset, and signal quantity transmitted from the 
memory cell 10^ to the bit line BL b is not varied. 
Therefore, potential difference between the bit line 
BL a and the BL b is made sufficiently large until a 

sense amplifier 40 is operated, then correct information 
can be read out to data lines D a , D b . 
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